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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM NELSON FROST SMITH 

 

 Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents or 
carers? It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable chastisement. Please 
provide an explanation for your response. What groups would be impacted by the 
change (for example, parents, children, public services, the legal profession, etc)? 

 

I do not support the bills aim, we read in the bible these words in Proverbs 13: 24 Whoever 
spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to 
discipline them.  I have always believed that when we depart from the good book then 
things start to go wrong, Just look at our country today, you might think that the safest place 
to be is in the womb but you would be wrong.  Every year hundreds of children are 
murdered in the womb in Scotland this is really disgraceful. 

 
 Do you see any additional impact on groups with protected characteristics? 

 
Unsure about this question! 

 

 Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the approach taken in the 
Bill that should be considered?   
 
I think Parents rights are more important in this issue. 

 

 Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you as an 
individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting information.  

 

 Please tell us about any other comments you feel are relevant to the Bill. 
 

 I have noticed over the past twenty years or so, even in the youth clubs locally I once 
went into the local youth club to stop them from throwing the chairs around the room, 
which was damaging light fitments on the roof.  Next thing I get a letter from our local 
councillor, which had been copied to a few others telling me that I had no right to 
interfere in Youth Club Affairs, and I had to write a reply saying as long as I was a rate 
payer then it was my duty to stop youths from damaging public property by their 
behaviour.  (all to do with Discipline) 
 

 A ComRes poll last year found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising 
smacking, while only 14% were in favour.  Does the Scottish Government believe 
that it should or should not listen to what the people are saying.  Along with the 
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named person scheme I just wonder what is behind all this sate interference with the 
family, did you know that Child-on-child violence in Sweden increased after 
smacking was banned in 1979 
 
 

 We seem to be very good at telling the children about children’s rights but not about 
their responsibilities.  We had a case in our local village where the children were 
throwing stones at the windows along a stretch of the road, and at a public meeting 
called the solicitor for the council was heard to say that it was not the parents who 
were responsible for their children’s actions.  I was one of the people there who was 
flabbergasted by this remark, and if the parents are not responsible for their children 
who will be.  IS THE STATE TRYING TO TAKE OVER FROM THE PARENTS.  I think 
that the police here can hardly cope with house breaking and car crime and fraud.  
How will they cope if they are called out every time a parent smacks their child.  I was 
brought up in an era where we had respect for our teachers, and if we misbehaved we 
got three of the belt on each hand and that certainly taught you to behave in class.   
There was an interesting experiment tried and if you watched the programme then you 
are in no doubt that we are sorely lacking in discipline in our schools today.    
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-33735517 

 

If you wonder why teachers are leaving and under so much stress today, we would be wise 
to go back to training the children up so that they were more respectful of their teachers and 
parents. 

 


